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Have you ever wondered

who has the authority to make laws

or punish people who break them?

When we think of power in the United States,

we usually think of the President,

but he does not act alone.

In fact, he is only one piece of the power puzzle

and for very good reason.

When the American Revolution ended in 1783,

the United States government was in a state of change.
The founding fathers knew

that they did not want to establish another country

that was ruled by a king,

so the discussions were centered on

having a strong and fair national government

that protected individual freedoms

and did not abuse its power.

When the new constitution was adopted in 1787,

the structure of the infant government of the United States
called for three separate branches,

each with their own powers,

and a system of checks and balances.

This would ensure that no one branch

would ever become too powerful

because the other branches would always be able

to check the power of the other two.

These branches work together to run the country

and set guidelines for us all to live by.

The legislative branch is described in Article 1 of the U.S. Constitution.
Many people feel that the founding fathers

put this branch in the document first

because they thought it was the most important.

The legislative branch is comprised of

100 U.S. Senators

and 435 members in the U.S. House of Representatives.
This is better known as the U.S. Congress.

Making laws is the primary function of the legislative branch,
but it is also responsible for

approving federal judges and justices,
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passing the national budget,

and declaring war.

Each state gets two Senators

and some number of Representatives,
depending on how many people live in that state.

The executive branch is described in Article 2 of the Constitution.

The leaders of this branch of government

are the President and Vice President,

who are responsible for enforcing the laws

that Congress sets forth.

The President works closely with a group of advisors,
known as the Cabinet.

These appointed helpers assist the President

in making important decisions within their area of expertise,
such as defense,

the treasury,

and homeland security.

The executive branch also appoints government officials,
commands the armed forces,

and meets with leaders of other nations.

All that combined is a lot of work for a lot of people.
In fact, the executive branch employs

over 4 million people to get everything done.

The third brand of the U.S. government is the judicial branch
and is detailed in Article 3.

This branch is comprised of all the courts in the land,
from the federal district courts

to the U.S. Supreme Court.

These courts interpret our nation's laws

and punish those who break them.

The highest court, the Supreme Court,

settles disputes among states,

hears appeals from state and federal courts,

and determines if federal laws are constitutional.
There are nine justices on the Supreme Court,

and, unlike any other job in our government,

Supreme Court justices are appointed for life,

or for as long as they want to stay.

Our democracy depends on an informed citizenry,

so it is our duty to know how it works

and what authority each branch of government has
over its citizens.

Besides voting,

chances are that some time in your life

you'll be called upon to participate in your government,
whether it is to serve on ajury,

testify in court,

or petition your Congress person

to pass or defeat an idea for a law.

By knowning the branches,

who runs them,

and how they work together,

you can be involved,
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informed,
and intelligent.

Western Governors University 3|Page






Accessibility Report





		Filename: 

		C963_transcript_How is power divided in the United States government.pdf









		Report created by: 

		



		Organization: 

		







[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]



Summary



The checker found no problems in this document.





		Needs manual check: 0



		Passed manually: 2



		Failed manually: 0



		Skipped: 1



		Passed: 29



		Failed: 0







Detailed Report





		Document





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set



		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF



		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF



		Logical Reading Order		Passed manually		Document structure provides a logical reading order



		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified



		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar



		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents



		Color contrast		Passed manually		Document has appropriate color contrast



		Page Content





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged



		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged



		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order



		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided



		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged



		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker



		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts



		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses



		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive



		Forms





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged



		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description



		Alternate Text





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text



		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read



		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content



		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation



		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text



		Tables





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot



		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR



		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers



		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column



		Summary		Skipped		Tables must have a summary



		Lists





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L



		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI



		Headings





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting










Back to Top

